
DESCRIBING YOUR DATA 113

Getting These Numbers from SPSS

The easiest way to get these different measures in your own data is to use SPSS to perform some descrip-

tive analysis. Normally, we would never calculate any of this by hand, usually because we are dealing 

with much larger data sets, which would take a long time to analyse by hand. To get the various numeri-

cal measures just discussed using SPSS, select Analyze → Descriptive Statistics → Descriptives, which will 

bring up a dialog box as shown in Figure 4.16. You can do this in Excel also, but it is more complicated 

and I will show you how in another exercise in Chapter 7.
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Again, you can see I moved the variable from left to right. Then select Options to bring up the next 

dialog box as shown. I have checked a number of options you have already read about here. Then 

Continue and OK, and you will get some output in the Output Viewer. To get the median and quartiles, 

you need instead to select Analyze → Descriptive Statistics → Frequencies which will bring up a simi-

lar dialog box. In this one, select Statistics, which will bring up the dialog box shown in Figure 4.17. 

Note you can also click on ‘Charts’ which will give you some options to create histograms, bar charts 

and pie charts similar to what you did before. Anyway, make sure you have the Quartiles and Median 

options checked, and I have also checked Mode. Select Continue, then OK, and you will get output in 

the Output Viewer like that in Figure 4.17. You might also get a bunch of other stuff too, depending on 

the various options selected.
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